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The Honarable Jahn Dingell (D-MI)
U.S. House of Represantatives
Washingtan, D.C. 20515

Dear Raprasentative Dingall:

NETWORK: A National Catholic Sacial Justice Lobby supports the Bipartisan
Consensus Managed Care Improvement Act of 1999 (HR 2723). Having participated
in the lobbving for patient protections over the past two years. NETWORK applauds
your efforts and those of Rep. Norwood (R-GA) in facing down the serious opposition
from the House GOP Leadership. You have stand firm against this and the other
daunting forces mobilized against you. We also caommend thase who bolstered your
efforts.

NETWORK will labby in support of HR 2723, hoping that the bill will be strengthened
in the process. Our membership nationally has already been alarted. But we wish to
stress, Representative Dingell, that NETWORK believes that the long journey toward
HR 2723, and hopefully its passage. further underscores the need for a national
dialague on health care.

The prolonged debate which began with the President's Commission on Patients’
Protections, the subsequent introduction of patients’ protection legislation and the
militancy and funding of thosa who championed opposition ta strong pratections are
proot positive of the dangers we face as a nation in the commercialization of health
care. : :

When HMO's/insurance companies and pharmaceuticale begin to shift priorities fram
the rights of the patient to the success of the stackholder, we have entered a
dangeraus zone in human rights. The sltuation calls for a national ethical meral debate
on what constitutes an authentic health care system.

NETWORK aftfirms the tenet of Catholic sooial teaching and the U.N, Declaration of
Human Rights that health care is a basic human right and that the gavernment has an
obligation to pratect that right out of responsibility for the common good.
Consequently, we have jained You in past initiatives 10 protect that right through
legislation which would Provide for all citizens access to atfordable quality health care.
That those initiatives have fajled is a travesty of justice, leaving us the anly
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industrialized nation in the world without a guarantee of health care for all its citizens.

Sadly,at this point, the nation’s non-system is hopelessly fragmented while the
number of uninsured grows daily. As the need for patients’ protections indicate, even
those privately insured under a variety and complexity of health care plans- the details
of which often elude them - are not guaranteed necessary, timely and quality health
care.

Therefore, as we support HR 2723, we urge you to use the lessons of these two
vears as a launching pad toward universal access to quality, affordable health care.
Universal access to affordable quality health care will be for NETWORK and many of
our allies a critical election issue.

Sincerely,
M
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Kathy Thornton RSM atherine Pinkerton CSJ
National Coordinator NETWORK Lobbyist
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